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When I first started making content, I was just 9 years old, recording myself and my best 

friends dunking on a 6-foot hoop in the backyard. It was all about having fun and catching 

those cool moments on camera. As I got older, I fell in love with creating content, but it 

wasn’t always easy. I felt lost, like wandering through a video game without a map. I’d post 

whenever I felt like it, jump from one topic to another (A LOT OF RANDOM GoPro 

FOOTAGE), and try to be everywhere at once. But that didn’t really work. 

Everything changed when I found a few simple tricks that made it all come together. By 

following these tips, my content went from being ignored to grabbing people’s attention. 

Today, I have a podcast on Spotify with over 1,000+ downloads, a weekly live stream with 

more than 50,000 views, X account with 11,000 followers, and a growing YouTube channel 

with 1,000 subscribers. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/erich-kottke/


7 Secrets to Becoming a Successful Content Creator 

 

By Erich Kottke 

I’m sharing these tips with you because I believe anyone can become a successful content 

creator with the right approach. 

Whether you’re just starting out or want to take your skills to the next level, this guide will 

show you the 7 secrets that every top content creator knows. So grab your pen and pad, 

and let’s dive in! 

 

1. Find a Niche You’re Passionate About 

One of the biggest mistakes new content creators make is trying to appeal to everyone. But 

here’s the truth: the best creators are passionate specialists, not generalists. The first 

secret to success is finding a niche you genuinely care about—one that aligns with your 

interests, expertise, and experience. Passion not only fuels your creativity but also keeps 

you motivated during challenging times. 

Think about it: If you’re not excited about the content you’re creating, why would anyone 

else be? For me, my passion for Web3 technology and digital art became my driving force. I 

could talk about it for hours, and that enthusiasm naturally seeped into my content. Your 

niche could be fitness, sustainable living, or tech gadgets. Whatever it is, make sure it’s 

something you can see yourself talking about even when there’s no immediate reward. 

Actionable Tip: Write down three topics you could talk about all day long without getting 

bored. These are likely your ideal niches. 
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2. Understand Your Target Audience 

Creating great content is only half the battle; the other half is making sure it resonates with 

the right people. To do this, you need to understand your target audience. Who are they? 

What are their pain points? What kind of content are they already engaging with? 

Understanding your audience’s needs and interests will help you create content that adds 

value and speaks directly to them. 

When I started focusing on content for digital artists and Web3 enthusiasts, I noticed a 

spike in engagement. My followers appreciated that I understood their challenges and 

provided solutions that were relevant to them. This deeper understanding of my audience 

helped me create content that truly resonated and stood out. 

Actionable Tip: Create an audience persona—a fictional character representing your ideal 

follower. Write down their age, interests, and what they’re looking for in content. 

Age Interest Content Types 
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3. Master the Platforms You’re On 

Not all content platforms are created equal. Instagram is a visual playground, Twitter 

thrives on real-time conversations, LinkedIn is built for professionals, and YouTube rewards 

long-form content. Each platform has its own algorithm, audience behavior, and preferred 

content formats. One of the secrets to success is mastering these nuances. 

Early in my content creation days, I struggled with finding the right format for my content. I 

treated all platforms the same, which didn’t yield great results. When I shifted my strategy 

to play to each platform’s strengths, things changed dramatically. Short-form videos 

performed well on Instagram, while Twitter threads became my go-to for deep dives. 

Actionable Tip: Choose one or two platforms and dive deep into understanding what type 

of content performs best there. Observe, experiment, and refine your approach based on 

what works. 
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4. Find Your Rhythm for Creating & Posting 

Consistency is the not-so-secret ingredient for success, but it’s often easier said than 

done. The key to consistency lies in finding a rhythm for creating and posting. You don’t 

need to post daily, but you should have a predictable schedule so your audience knows 

when to expect new content. 

For me, this meant setting a content schedule that fit my lifestyle. I release new posts every 

Tuesday and Friday, and host a live session every Wednesday. Once I established this 

rhythm, my followers started anticipating my posts, and my engagement skyrocketed. 

Create a rhythm that works for you and stick to it. 

Actionable Tip: Start with a manageable posting schedule, like once or twice a week, and 

gradually increase as you become more comfortable. 
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The tool I use is: https://app.metricool.com/ 

5. Build to Connect, Not Just to Create 

Content creation isn’t just about broadcasting your thoughts—it's about building 

connections. The best creators see themselves as part of a community, not separate from 

it. Every post is an opportunity to engage, share, and learn from others. This shift in 

mindset—from creating to connect rather than just creating—can elevate your content to a 

whole new level. 

I started engaging more with my audience by asking questions, responding to comments, 

and joining conversations on other creators’ posts. This built a sense of community around 

my content, and people felt more inclined to engage. The more you engage, the more you’ll 

be seen as an active, valued member of your niche community. 

Actionable Tip: Dedicate time each day to respond to comments, engage with followers, 

and participate in conversations within your niche. 

6. Create Habits to Keep You Consistent 

Success isn’t built on motivation alone; it’s built on habits. Motivation can come and go, 

but habits keep you creating even on the days you don’t feel like it. Establishing habits 

around content creation will keep you consistent and prevent burnout. 

I used to think I needed to wait for inspiration to strike before creating content, but I soon 

realized that was a recipe for inconsistency. Now, I have a habit of brainstorming ideas in 

the morning, drafting content in the afternoon, and editing in the evening. These habits 

keep me on track and ensure I never miss a posting deadline. 

Actionable Tip: Create a daily or weekly routine for brainstorming, drafting, and editing 

your content. 

https://app.metricool.com/
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7. Be Authentically You 

The final, and perhaps most important, secret is to be authentically you. In a world 

overflowing with content, authenticity is what sets you apart. Don’t try to be a carbon copy 

of your favorite creator. Instead, share your unique perspective, your journey, and your 

voice. Authenticity builds trust, and trust builds loyalty. 

When I first started, I worried that my personal style was too niche or too unconventional. 

But once I embraced my authentic voice, everything changed. My audience began to 

connect with me on a deeper level, and engagement soared. Remember, your authenticity 

is your superpower. 

Actionable Tip: Share a personal story or experience in your next piece of content. Let your 

audience see the person behind the content. 

Final Thoughts: Master the Secrets, Create Your Success 

There’s no one-size-fits-all formula for content creation success, but these 7 secrets will 

give you a strong foundation. Find your niche, understand your audience, and master the 

platforms you’re on. Create a consistent rhythm, build meaningful connections, and 

develop habits that keep you going. Above all, be unapologetically authentic. 

The journey to becoming a successful content creator isn’t about chasing trends or striving 

for perfection. It’s about showing up, sharing what you’re passionate about, and building a 

community that values what you have to offer. Apply these secrets, and you’ll be well on 

your way to creating content that leaves a lasting impact. Ready to level up? Start applying 

these tips today, and watch your content—and your confidence—soar. 
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Erich Kottke 
Digital Content Creator 

Thank you for reading – sign up for my newsletter 

 

 

 

https://creativeowls.substack.com/
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